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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to provide for the certification of distance learning
providers and to establish a distance learning grant program for students.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKQOTA:

Section 1. Termsin this Act mean:

(1) "Distance learning," the technology and educational process used to provide
instruction when the student and primary instructor are not physically present at the
same time or place;

(2) "Distancelearningprovider,"” aschool or organizationthat providesdistancelearning
COUrses.

Section 2. No distance learning provider may provide courses through distance learning to
any student in an accredited elementary or secondary school in this state unless the distance
learning provider has a certificate issued by the secretary of the Department of Education
authorizing the distance learning provider to provide the courses.

Section 3. The South DakotaBoard of Education shall promul gate rul es pursuant to chapter
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1-26 establishing the requirements and criteriathat an applying entity must meet in order to be
issued adistance learning provider'scertificate by the secretary of the Department of Education
authorizing the entity to provide courses through distance learning. The rules shall specify the
duration and the method of renewal, the amount of the fee, not to exceed one hundred dollars,
for issuing the certificate, the application procedures for certificates, the requirements for
certification, and other proceduresnecessary for the administration of distancelearning provider
certification.

Section 4. Thereis hereby created in the Department of Education the Distance Learning
Grant Program. Beginningin statefiscal year 2008, the Department of Education shall, from any
funds appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose, award Distance Learning Grants to
certain students to assist them in paying for the distance learning coursesin which they enroll.

Section 5. The secretary of the Department of Education shall approve vouchers and the
state auditor shall draw warrants to pay expenditures authorized by this Act.

Section 6. The Board of Education shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 to
establish grant eligibility, application procedures, and criteriafor selecting grant recipients. In
order to beeligiblefor agrant, astudent must beenrolledin at |east one distancelearning course

offered by a distance learning provider that is certified pursuant to this Act.



